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APPOINTMENTS

Associate Professor of Astrophysics 2026 - present
The Technical University of Denmark, DTU Space
Group leader of the Dark Matter Group

Assistant Professor of Astrophysics 2023 - 2026
Niels Bohr Institute, U. Copenhagen, Denmark
Group leader of the Extragalactic Streams Group

Postdoc, NASA Hubble Fellow 2020 - 2023
Center for Cosmology and Particle Physics, New York University, USA
Postdoc, Flatiron Research Fellow 2018 - 2020

Center for Computational Astrophysics, Flatiron Institute, NY, USA

EDUCATION

Columbia University in the City of New York

PhD, Astronomy, 2018
Thesis Title: “Stellar Streams, Dwarf Galaxzy Pairs and the Halos in which they Reside”

Thesis Advisor: Kathryn V. Johnston

M.A., M.Phil., Astronomy 2015, 2016

University of Copenhagen, Denmark
B.S., Physics 2012

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS
Total: EUR ~ 3.5 million

PI, ERC Starting Grant (As PI, EUR 1.7 mill.) 2024 - 2029
PI, Villum Young Investigator Grant (As PI, EUR 1.1 mill.) 2023 - 2028
PI, Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) Fellowship (EUR 230k) 2023
PI, NASA Hubble Postdoctoral Fellowship (EUR 245k) 2020
PI, Flatiron Research Fellowship (EUR 274k) 2018
AWARDS
Kirstine Meyer’s Memorial Prize, Society for the Dissemination of Natural Science 2025
Berlingskes Talent 100-list 2024
Danish Women in Physics Prize - remarkable contributions within physics research 2017
Rodger Doxsey Prize - AAS winter meeting 2017
ASNY Graduate Student Paper Prize - best astronomy research paper 2017
AAS Travel Grant - Support for conference in Ecuador 2017
President’s Global Innovation Fund - Research exchange to PUC, Chile 2016
AAS Travel Grant - Support for conference in Chile 2015
GSAS Yeh Family Endowment Fellowship - Columbia University 2014 - 2015
Dean’s Fellowship, Columbia University - For graduate studies at Columbia University 2013 - 2018
Nordic Women in Physics Poster Prize - For best presentation/layout of scientific poster 2011

Sophia and Tycho Brahe Undergraduate Fellowship - To conduct research at UCSC, USA 2011


http://drsarahpearson.com
http://drsarahpearson.com/group.html
https://snu.dk/en/kirstine-meyer/
https://dark.nbi.ku.dk/happening-at-dark/sarahpearsonberlingske/
http://kvinderifysik.dk/annual_meeting/kif_prize.html

PUBLICATIONS

48 journal articles, including 19 as first/second author, 1301 citations, h-index of 20.
Orcid: 0000-0003-0256-5446, ADS link.

ADVISING & MENTORING

Postdocs

Maya Silverman (NBI, U. Copenhagen) 2025 - present

Adriana Dropulic (DARK Fellow, U. Copenhagen) 2025 - present

Khyati Malhan (NBI, U. Copenhagen) 2024 - 2025

PhD students as main advisor

Julie K. Holm (NBI, U. Copenhagen) 2025 - present

Sirui Wu (NBI, U. Copenhagen, paper link) 2024 - present

PhD students as project advisor

Jacob Nibauer (U. Princeton, paper link) 2024 - 2025

Christian Aganze (UC San Diego, now fellow at Stanford, paper link) 2021 - 2023

Sioree Ansar (ITA, now postdoc at Durham paper link) 2021 - 2023

Madeline Lucey (UT Austin, now fellow at U Penn, paper link) 2021 - 2023

Tomer Yavetz (Columbia, now IAS Fellow, paper link 1, paper link 2) 2018 - 2022

Lachlan Lancaster (Princeton, now Simons Fellow, paper link) 2019 - 2021

Nicholas Luber (UVA, now postdoc at Columbia, paper link) 2019 - 2021

Master’s/bachelor’s/PUK students

Soren Hegaard Pallesen: (Master’s, NBI, U. Copenhagen) 2025 - 2026

Aiden James Cloud (Columbia) 2024 - 2026

Fiona H. Gammelgaard (PUK, NBI, U. Copenhagen) 2025

Colin Holm-Hansen (Columbia, now grad at U. Michigan) 2023 - 2024

Lenin Nolasco (Rutgers, paper link) 2022 - 2024

Joel Meyers (Columbia University, paper link) 2019 - 2020

Alexis Demirjian (Barnard College, now PhD at Georgetown U, paper link) 2019 - 2020
TELESCOPE TIME

As Co-I Roman, cycle 1, Large program: 310.7 hours

A Roman View of M31 2026

As Co-1 JWST, cycle 5, 128.5 hours

Exploring the Accretion History and Halo of Giant Elliptical Cen A with Resolved Stars 2026

As Co-1 MUSE/112.262H

A co-rotating plane of dwarf galaxies around M83? 5 hours 2024

As Co-I MUSE/0102.B-0325

Do All Dwarf-Dwarf Interactions Trigger Extended Starbursts? 8 hours 2018

As PI VLA/17A-296

“The Baryon Cycle of Dwarf Galaxy Interactions”, 28 hours 2017

As Co-I - Spitzer Cycle 13, Proposal ID 13040

“TRACSSS-2 - Tracing More Cold Stellar Streams with Spitzer” PI: Carl Grillmair, 97.0 hours 2016

As Co-I - Spitzer Cycle 12, Proposal ID 12076

“TRACSSS - Tracing Cold Stellar Streams with Spitzer” PI: Carl Grillmair, 37.9 hours 2015

SELECTED SCIENTIFIC PRESENTATIONS

42 colloquia/invited talks (see below), 76 presentations total


http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0256-5446
https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/search/filter_author_facet_hier_fq_author=OR&filter_author_facet_hier_fq_author=author_facet_hi%3A%221%2FPearson%2C%20S%2FPearson%2C%20Sarah%22&filter_author_facet_hier_fq_author=author_facet_hier%3A%221%2FPearson%2C%20S%2FPearson%2C%20S%22&fq=%7B!type%3Daqp%20v%3D%24fq_database%7D&fq=%7B!type%3Daqp%20v%3D%24fq_author%7D&fq_author=(author_facet_hier%3A%221%2FPearson%2C%20S%2FPearson%2C%20Sarah%22%20OR%20author_facet_hier%3A%221%2FPearson%2C%20S%2FPearson%2C%20S%22)&fq_database=database%3A%20astronomy&p_=0&q=-docs(2964d03d7272a40e378a01f03a9e78b6)%20pubdate%3A%5B2013-01%20TO%209999-12%5D%20author%3A(%22Pearson%2C%20Sarah%22)&sort=date%20desc%2C%20bibcode%20desc
https://arxiv.org/abs/2605.07809
https://arxiv.org/abs/2508.02666
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2305.12045.pdf
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2309.16811.pdf
https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2022arXiv220601798L/abstract
https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2021MNRAS.501.1791Y/abstract
https://arxiv.org/abs/2212.11006
https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2022AJ....164..142L/abstract
https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2022AJ....163...49L/abstract
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2507.21212
https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2022AJ....163...49L/abstract
https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2022arXiv220512277P/abstract

42. Invited Keynote, “Probe Combination for Dark Matter” conference, Chicago 09/2026
41. Inauguration Lecture, A&A Section, DTU Space, Denmark 05/2026
40. Invited talk, Dark Matter Workshop, SDU, Denmark 05/2026
39. Colloquium, Leibniz Institute for Astrophysics Potsdam (AIP), Germany 01/2026
38. Invited talk, LSST, DESC streams meeting, telecon 10/2025
37. Colloquium (remote), Indiana University, USA 09/2025
36. Invited talk, “Galactic Frontiers II: Dwarf Galaxies in Local Volume” conference, USA  06/2025
35. Invited talk, DTU Space, Denmark 01/2025
34. Invited talk, “The Women of NBI - then and now” conference, NBI, Denmark 11/2024
33. Invited Keynote, “Streams24 Meeting”, Durham, UK 08/2024
32. Invited talk, “Cosmic Signals of Dark Matter Physics: New Synergies”, KITP, USA 06/2024
31. Invited Keynote Lecture, Annual Danish Astronomy Meeting (ADAM), Roskilde 05/2024
30. TAS Invited Coffee talk, IAS, Princeton, USA 04/2023
29. Invited talk, Galread, Princeton, USA 04/2023
28. Invited topical talk (virtual), IAU, Potsdam, GE 03/2023
27. Colloquium, Columbia University, NY, USA 02/2023
26. Colloquium, AIP, Potsdam, GE 10/2022
25. Colloquium, Carnegie Observatories, Pasadena, CA, USA 05/2022
24. Invited Seminar, CIERA, Northwestern University, Chicago, USA 10/2021
23. Invited Talk, Galread, Extragalactic Discussion Group, Princeton University, USA 09/2021
22. Colloquium (remote), Royal Observatory Edinburgh, UK 06,/2021
21. Invited Talk, ‘Brown Bag’, CCPP, NYU, USA 01/2021
20. Colloquium, American Museum of National History, NYC, USA 11/2019
19. Colloquium, University of Victoria, Victoria, Canada 11/2019
18. Colloquium, NRC Herzberg Astronomy & Astrophysics, Victoria, Canada 11/2019
17. Colloquium, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada 11/2019
16. Invited Talk, WINGS Simulating Surveys Meeting, CCA, Flatiron Institute, USA 07/2019
15. Invited Talk, Low Surface Brightness Features Workshop, Flatiron Institute, USA 05/2019
14. Invited Lunch Talk, Bahcall Lunch, Princeton, USA 11/2018
13. Invited Talk, Astro Seminar, IAS, Princeton, USA 11/2018
12. Colloquium, Astronomy Department, UC Santa Cruz, CA, USA 10/2018
11. Invited Talk, CITA Theory Seminar, Toronto, Canada 12/2017
10. Invited Talk, Network for Women in Physics Annual Meeting, Copenhagen, Denmark  11/2017

9. Invited Talk, Astronomical Society of New York Annual Meeting, NY, USA 11/2017

8. Invited Talk, Seminar, Center for Cosmology and Particle Physics, NYU, USA 11/2017

7. Invited Talk, Harvard-Smithsonian CfA Galaxies & Cosmology Seminar, MA, USA 04/2017

6. Talk, Seminar, MIT Kavli Institute for Astrophysics and Space Research, MA, USA 04/2017

5. Invited Talk, Seminar, American Museum of National History, NY, USA 11/2016
4. Invited talk, MODEST-16 conference, NY, USA 09/2016

3. Invited talk, FLASH, University of Arizona, Arizona, USA 03/2016

2. Invited talk, Stellar Streams in the Local Universe Conference, Ringberg Castle 07/2015

1. Invited prize talk, Nordic Women in Physics Conference, Copenhagen, Denmark 09/2011

SELECTED SERVICES




Member, Det Unge Akademi (the Young Academy), Denmark

LOC, Tycho HPC Science Day, NBI

SOC, Near Field Cosmology in the Era of Big Data, University of Toronto, Canada
SOC, IDA working group 9, planning Annual Danish Astronomy Meeting

SOC, TAU 403, “The Hidden Beauty of the Galactic Outskirts”, Cérdoba, Spain
LOC, "NBIA Summer School on Astrophysical Dynamics of Gravitating Systems”, Denmark
Referee, ApJ, ApJL, MNRAS, A&A

Member, Roman Science Collaboration

Member, The Euclid Consortium

Member, ARRAKHIS, stellar stream working group

Member, LSST, Dark matter working group

2024 - 2029
2026

2026
2025/2026
2025

2024

2018 - present
2025 - present
2025 - present
2024 - present
2024 - present

Member, Equity & Inclusion Committee, Physics Department, NYU 2022 - 2023
SOC, EAS, “Satellite Galaxies and Tidal Streams”, Valencia, Spain 2022
Organizer, Astrophysics Seminar Series, NYU 2021
SOC/Mentor, Applied Galactic Dynamics Graduate Summer School, Flatiron Institute 2021
Organizer, bi-weekly astro-ph discussion, Flatiron Institute, CCA 2019 - 2020
Reviewer /panelist, The National Science Foundation (NSF), US 2019
Organizer, Weekly Stars Group Meeting, Flatiron Institute, CCA 2018 - 2019
Organizer, Weekly Astro-ph Discussion, Columbia University 2016 - 2017
Organizer, Scientific Organizing Committee for the MODEST16b meeting 2016
Organizer, Local Organizing Committee for the MODEST16b meeting 2016
Mentor, Columbia astronomy gradate student mentoring program 2015, 2016
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Lecturer, Mathematics for Physicists 2 (MatF2), with Prof. Flensberg, U. Copenhagen 2025
Formal training, Leading Research course, University of Copenhagen 2025
Lecture, Astro 1, guest lecture, NBI, University of Copenhagen 2024
Formal training, Introduction to University Pedagogy (IUP) course, University of Copenhagen 2024
Lecture, NBIA Dynamics Summer School, NBI, University of Copenhagen 2024
Formal training, “Growth Mindset”, pedagogy workshop at AMNH, USA 2019
Formal training, “Beginning at the end”, Teaching Workshop, Columbia University, USA 2016
Instructor, Stars, Galaxies & Cosmology, Columbia University 2016
Instructor, Earth, Moon & Planets, Columbia University 2015
Teaching assistant, Observational Astronomy Lecture & Lab, Columbia University 2013
Teaching assistant, Stars, Galaxies and Cosmology, Columbia University 2013
Teaching assistant, Thermodynamics, University of Copenhagen 2013
Lab Instructor, Classical Mechanics, University of Copenhagen 2012
Math /physics tutoring, high school/college level 2009 - 2018
Guest Lecturer, Course: Galaxies & Cosmology, Columbia University, USA 03/2016

Title: ”Minor and major mergers of galaxies”

Guest Lecturer, Course: Stellar Structure & Evolution, U. Copenhagen, Denmark 01/2014, 01/2015, 11/2015

Title: ”Supernova Explosions & the Origin of the Galactic Supernova Remnant W49B”

Guest Lecturer, Course: Stars, Galaxies and Cosmology, Columbia University, USA 10/2013
Title: ”The Evolution of Massive Stars”
SELECTED OUTREACH

PS feature, “Sarah jagter det mystiske morke stof”, Politiken 2026
Invited talk, “Mgrkt stof og jagten pa liv’, FoF, Copenhagen 2026
Podcast interview, Flyvende Tallerken, DR, Copenhagen 2026
Live interview, Morkt stof, Politiken Festival 2026
Invited talk, Runde Taarn, Copenhagen 2026
Eske Kath “Fundament’, contributed derivations to art work for exhibit at Den Frie 2025


https://youngacademy.dk/en/
https://politiken.dk/viden/viden/art10680080/Sarah-Pearson-jagter-det-mystiske-m%C3%B8rke-stof-som-sandsynligvis-banker-gennem-din-krop-lige-nu
https://www.dr.dk/lyd/special-radio/flyvende-tallerken/flyvende-tallerken-2026/universets-stoerste-mysterium-16122692009
https://politikenplus.dk/112457/Politiken_Festival_2026
https://nbi.ku.dk/english/research/astrophysics/dark/happening-at-dark/nbi-scientists-contribute-to-new-eske-kath-artwork-for-groenningen-2025-exhibition/

Invited talk, Ordrup Gymnasium, Naturvidenskabsdag 2.g & 3.g 2025

Writer for Weekendavisen, “Ideas”, popular science column, 200k weekly readers 2022 - present
- September 2025, June 2023, January 2023, September 2022, June 2022, April 2022
Invited panelist, Bloom Festival, Copenhagen 2025
Invited talk, IDA Space, Copenhagen 2025
Bremen Teater solo show, Live, Copenhagen 2025
Bremen Teater w/ Rumsnak Podcast, live, Copenhagen 2024
Invited talk, Fysiklaererforeningens Aarsmoede, Fyn 2024
Folkeuniversitetet Lectures, two talks on dark matter and stellar streams, NBIA, Denmark 2024
Scientific Advisor, “Underland” dark matter documentary film, Sandbox Films, USA 2024
KU SCIENCE videoer, “Alt om universet”, @scienceku instagram account, Copenhagen 2024
Invited talk, ‘Det Usynlige Univers”, Vin & Videnskab, Copenhagen 2024
YouTube Channel, Space with Sarah (www.youtube.com/spacewithsarah) 2017 - 2020

- Creator, writer & host, ~6,000 subscribers, ~120,000 views since launch April 2017
- Answering the most frequently posed space questions, target: teens/young adults
Instagram account, @Qspacewsarah (www.instagram.com/spacewsarah) 2017 - present
- Documenting the “life of a scientist” (>9,000 followers)
- Research updates and astronomy fun-facts

“Formiddag paa 4-eren”, radio interview, Danish radioshow on P4 for DR 2023
“Verdensklassen”, podcast interview, Danish podcast for DR Lyd with hosts Surrugue & Agger 2023
Spaced Out Podcast, podcast interview, NYU Abu Dhabi 2022
Rachel Uffner Gallery, “From the Cosmos to the Canvas”, Avery Z. Nelson, NYC 2022
Science Communication Writing Workshop, course link, NYU School of Journalism 2021
Digital Guest Teacher, video series, Danish Ministry of Education 2021
Invited Talk, SF Presents, Simons Foundation, ‘Dark Matter, Stellar Streams & Galaxies’ 2021
Invited Talk, Rungsted Highschool, Denmark (virtual), Dark Matter, Stellar Streams & Galaxies 2021
Invited Talk, NOVA, Denmark (virtual), Link to Danish talk 2020
Invited Public Lesson, AimHi, Inspring Guest Lecture Series, UK (virtual) 2020
Host for the screening of ”Behind the Curve”, Simons Foundation Outreach Series, NYC 2020
Invited talk, The National Academy of Sciences Filmmakers Retreat, Whole Woods, MA 2019
Invited talk, “The Mysteries of Dark matter”, World Science Festival, NYC 2019
Invited talk, “Dark matter”, Wine & Science, Copenhagen 2019
Judge, Young Danish Scientist competition, Copenhagen 2019
Podcast, Person, Place, Thing - NPR podcast hosted by Randy Cohen 2019
TV2 News, Danish national live TV - Discussing the NASA Parker Solar Probe 2018
Videnskab.dk, Denmark’s primary science media outlet - Article on the Galactic Bar 2018
TV2 News, Danish national live TV - Discussing the total lunar eclipse 2018
Kvant, Danish Astronomy & Physics Magazine - Cover article on the Galactic Bar 2018
PRESS

Feature in Politiken on Dark Matter and Scientific Career, Politiken Feature Article, 2026

Interview with Nature News about the M61 Stellar Stream, NASA news, 2025

NASA Telescope to Help Untangle Galaxy Growth, Dark Matter Makeup, NASA.gov, 2022
Evidence for a Dark Matter Clump in the Milky Way, Sky & Telescope, 2019

Evidence Mounts for a Magellanic Collision, Sky & Telescope, 2019

Pairs of Small Colliding Galaxies May Seed Future Stars, Phys.org, 2018

"Mind the Galactic Bar” - Nature Astronomy News & Views Article, 2017

NASA’s Chandra Suggests Rare Explosion Created Our Galaxy’s Youngest Black Hole, NASA, 2013


https://www.weekendavisen.dk/2023-24/ideer/er-der-liv-derude
https://www.weekendavisen.dk/2023-24/ideer/er-der-liv-derude
https://www.weekendavisen.dk/2022-37/ideer/rumteleskopet-og-os
https://www.weekendavisen.dk/2022-37/ideer/rumteleskopet-og-os
https://www.weekendavisen.dk/2022-25/ideer/dunkel-materie
https://www.weekendavisen.dk/2022-14/ideer/hvordan-maelkevejen-blev-til
https://www.instagram.com/p/C8EZAW9gHnS/?img_index=1
https://www.rumsnak.dk/lyt-til-rumsnak-1/episode/29e812aa/episode-100-rumsnak-episode-100
https://www.instagram.com/scienceku/reels/
https://www.youtube.com/spacewithsarah
https://www.instagram.com/spacewsarah
https://www.dr.dk/lyd/special-radio/verdensklassen/verdensklassen-moerkt-stof-og-boern-i-guinea
https://podcasts.apple.com/ae/podcast/spaced-out/id1617815329
https://www.instagram.com/p/CjQYpBbLXPf/
https://journalism.nyu.edu/about-us/science-communication-workshops-nyu/
https://emu.dk/grundskole/fysikkemi/kommunikation/videoer-til-stjerner-galakser-og-moerkt-stof-med-nasa-forsker
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/event/from-galaxies-and-stellar-streams-to-an-understanding-of-dark-matter/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBQUiWqsqQM
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/event/movie-night-behind-the-curve/
https://www.worldsciencefestival.com/participants/sarah-pearson/
https://snm.ku.dk/kalender/2019/vinvidenskab-foraar/galakser-moerkt-stof-nye-partikler/
https://ungeforskere.dk/
https://personplacething.org/episode-254-sarah-pearson/
https://videnskab.dk/naturvidenskab/maelkevejens-galaktiske-bjaelke-kan-slaa-hul-i-stjernestroemme
https://kvant.medlemsbladet.dk/Home/Share/8983014a-2f23-4f8b-b8a8-7ddf74fcc26b
https://politiken.dk/viden/viden/art10680080/Sarah-Pearson-jagter-det-mystiske-m%C3%B8rke-stof-som-sandsynligvis-banker-gennem-din-krop-lige-nu
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-03665-6
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2022/nasas-roman-will-help-untangle-galaxy-growth-dark-matter-makeup
https://www.skyandtelescope.com/astronomy-news/evidence-dark-matter-clump-milky-way/
https://www.skyandtelescope.com/astronomy-news/evidence-mounts-for-a-magellanic-collision/
https://phys.org/news/2018-08-pairs-small-colliding-galaxies-seed.html
http://www.readcube.com/articles/10.1038/s41550-017-0229-7?shared_access_token=VBRRQs9zKo8X3wpR71zfotRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0O67zznLqAD9o60Gomwj6j7t8Z2tmqqLgeyxiZZHCNLDzDDVFVmBDQiNgloX2JgTdfqEiCk1HOqLAcZBbesuzb7Sw4oWHyzN_xVWD0doiDcn1tyDBjLDXkgtVBbsMZ6Sws%3D
http://chandra.harvard.edu/press/13_releases/press_021313.html

